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During the early years of the existence of Oklahoma Territory, several retail pharmacists, notably Foress Ball 
Lillie of Guthrie, attempted in integrate a wholesale business with their pharmacies. However, by the end of the 
nineteenth century, it became clear that population growth necessitated the establishment of a dedicated drug 
wholesale house to serve the entire region, including surrounding states and the Indian Territory. That need was 
filled by the Alexander Drug Company, which was started in the late months of 1899 and continued until 1949, 
when the firm was purchased by McKesson and Robbins. The following biographical sketches tell about the men 
who led the company during its years of operation. 

Edward Sarsfield Malone 

Ed was born in Peru, LaSalle County, Illinois, on October 2, 1864. His father, John, and his mother, Julia (Aiken) 
Malone were immigrants from Ireland in about 1850. After living a few years in Oswego, Oswego County, New 

York, they moved west to Illinois. In 1860, on the eve of the American 
Civil War, John and Julia were living in Peoria, Peoria County, Illinois. 
Shortly before Ed was born, they were living in Peru. 

John was a miller by trade and moved frequently. Not long after Ed was 
born, the family moved back to Peoria. Much of Ed's early education was 
obtained in Peoria public schools. In 1870, they were living in Leaven- 
worth, Leavenworth County, Kansas, and in 1880, Iowa Point, Doniphan 
County, Kansas. Iowa Point is about forty-five miles southeast of Stella, 
Richardson County, Nebraska, where Ed moved in the early 1880s. 

In his younger years, Ed worked in local drug stores where he became well 
experienced in pharmacy. He used his experience advantageously in 1883 
by entering the retail drug business for himself in Stella. On January 6, 
1886, Ed married Flora Hull in Stella. Flora was born on September 23, 
1 868, in Indiana. In 1 893, Ed decided to move to Oklahoma City, in the re- 
cently established Oklahoma Territory. Stella's parents, Darwin Hills and 
Sarah Jane Hull, had participated in the run of 1889 into the unassigned 
lands of Indian Territory and established a hardware store in Oklahoma 
City. Ed and Flora were, therefore, already familiar with the new town and 
its business potential. 

When he arrived in Oklahoma City, Ed established a partnership with Wil- 
liam J. Dunn in a book and stationery store known as Malone, Dunn & Company. As they continued in their 
business, Ed saw a growing need for a wholesale drug house close by to supply drugs to pharmacists in Oklahoma 
and Indian Territory. Consequently, their book and stationery business was sold to Vosburgh and Company and 
they organized, along with the Alexander brothers of Kansas City, the Alexander Drug Company. On December 
8, 1899, a patent for the incorporation of Alexander Drug Company in Oklahoma City, with $50,000 capital, 
was signed by William Miller Jenkins, Oklahoma Territory Secretary. This was the beginning of a company that 
would become a giant in the wholesale drug business in Oklahoma. 




Edward Sarsfield Malone. 
From Meyer Brothers Druggist, 
25 (February, 1904): 25. 
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Alexander Drug Company, West First Street, Oklahoma City, ca. 1908. From the author's collection. 




Cover of the May 1917 issue of 
Oklahoma Druggist, published by 
Alexander Drug Company, Okla- 
homa City. From the National 
Library of Medicine, Bethesda, 
Maryland. 



Ed became president of Alexander Drug Company when the first 
president, Robert H. Alexander, retired in 1902 and moved back to 
Kansas City. Under Ed's leadership, Alexander Drug Company grew 
alongside the profession. Alexander Drug Company started with two 
salesmen in early 1900 and grew to five in January of 1901. The 
number of salesmen covering the growing territory was twelve in 
1912 and twenty-three in 1924. The company had about one hun- 
dred and ten employees and was supplying pharmacies in Oklahoma, 
Texas and New Mexico by the early 1920s. 

The capital stock of Alexander Drug Company was increased ten- 
fold, to $500,000, by 1914 and continued a phenomenal growth un- 
der Ed's leadership. In 1920, the capital stock of the company was 
$1,000,000. 

Ed had many interests in addition to Alexander Drug Company. In 
1902 and 1903, he was a member of the board of Oklahoma County 
Commissioners. He was also on the local school board for several 
years. In 1907, he was president of the Advisory Board for the Ep- 
worth University College of Pharmacy and continuously supported 
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the college during its brief existence. In 1910, he was one of the in- 
corporators in the Western Mineral Water Company in Oklahoma City. 
When the Paramount Drug Manufacturing Company was organized in 
Oklahoma City in 1929, Ed was chosen to be chairman of the board of 
directors. He was also a director of the Security National Bank in Okla- 
homa City and one of the Officers and Directors of the Oklahoma City 
Building and Loan Association. 




Ammonia with Alexander Drug 
Company label. Photo taken 
by the author at the Oklahoma 
Frontier Drug Store Museum, 
Guthrie. 



When the new state of Oklahoma decided in favor of prohibition, the 
Alexander Drug Company, under Ed's leadership, filed a suit aimed at 
preventing implementation of the state operated agency system for al- 
cohol distribution. After it became clear that the agency system was of 
no value to the state treasury, Alexander Drug was named as one of the 
official distributors of alcohol for Oklahoma pharmacists. 

Ed was extensively involved with the pharmacy profession in Oklaho- 
ma. He served in many capacities with the Oklahoma Pharmaceutical 
Travelers Association, which held its meetings alongside those of the 
Oklahoma Pharmaceutical Association (OPhA). In the early 1900s, Ed 
was the motivating factor for the publication of "Oklahoma Druggist," 
a monthly trade journal containing news about pharmacy and pharma- 
cists. 

Ed and Flora had two children, Rae Irene and Darwin E., both born in 
Nebraska before the family moved to Oklahoma City. Rae was a gradu- 
ate of the University of Illinois in 1911. She married Moore C. Hess on 
November 14, 1917, in Oklahoma City and they had five children. She 
died in Oklahoma City on June 13, 1957. Darwin was married twice, 
but left no descendants when he died on June 27, 1945, in Oklahoma 
City. 




Darwin E. Malone, 1937. From 
ODL files. 



Darwin took chemistry courses while a student at Oklahoma A & M, in 
Stillwater. After graduating, he attended the St. Louis College of Phar- 
macy, where he obtained a pharmacy degree in 1910. He came back to 
Oklahoma with his pharmacy degree and began working at Alexander 
Drug Company. One of his early jobs was as a traveling salesman. Dar- 
win subsequently held many positions with the organization. In 1917, 
he was manager of the cigar department at Alexander Drug. In 1936, he 
was secretary and in charge of the company's soda fountain and fixture 
department. He was still secretary of the company at the time of his 
death in 1945. Alexander Drug Company became a part of McKesson 
and Robbins, Inc. in 1949. 

In 1937, Darwin passed the pharmacy examination and was issued li- 
cense number 5083 by the Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy. He 
had not previously been a pharmacy practitioner and needed no license. 
However, in 1937, he was working in a drug store at Newkirk and need- 
ed his license to conform with Oklahoma pharmacy laws. 

Ed was a member of the Masonic Lodge and the Oklahoma City Cham- 
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TO-HO-YA 

Aggressive advertising keeps it always before the consumer! It sells the goods! A quick 
seller that will not tie up your capital ! 

EVERY SALE MEANS A REPEAT ORDER 

DEALERS SHOULD RECOMMEND 
TO-HO-YA TONIC (for internal) and TO-HO-YA OIL (external) 

FOR INFLUENZA 



TO-HO-YA $8.00 per dozen— 1/12 dozen FREE 

TO-HO-YA OIL $4.00 per dozen— 1/12 dozen FREE 

ORDER FROM YOUR JOBBER 



ALEXANDER DRUG CO. 

WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 



Advertisement for a reputed remedy for influenza at the height of the epi- 
demic, published in several periodicals of the day. From Southern Pharma- 
ceuticalJournal, 11 (February, 1919): 316. 
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ber of Commerce. He was an 
avid fisherman. Flora was a 
prominent worker in the Okla- 
homa City YWCA, a member 
of the Modern Classics club 
and served a term as president 
of the '89ers club. 

Ed died of pneumonia at their 
home in Oklahoma City on 
March 27, 1932, leaving an 
estate valued at more than 
$160,000 to Flora, Rae and 
Darwin. All of the drug stores 
in Oklahoma City were closed 
for his funeral on March 30. 
Flora's estate when she died on 
December 13, 1939, approxi- 
mated $95,000 and was left to 
Rae and Darwin. Ed and Flora 
are buried in a mausoleum at 
Oklahoma City's Rose Hill 
Burial Park. 




The brothers Amandus C. (left) and Lace I. Fitschen, leaders of Alexander Drug Company. From OPhA files. 
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Amandus C. Fitschen and Lace Isaac Fitschen 



Amandus, known commonly as "Mac," was about ten years older than his younger brother Lace, referred to in 
early life as "Lacy." Their father, Amandus Philip Fitschen, was born in Ohio in 1851 and moved with his family 
to Willow Fork, Moniteau County, Missouri, around the end of the American Civil War. On September 19, 1872, 
Amandus Philip married America Snorgrass in Moniteau County, the county of her 1854 birth. The couple es- 
tablished their home in Willow Fork where Amandus Philip had several mercantile interests, including the saloon 
business, dry goods, and groceries. 

Mac was born in Moniteau County in 1875, the second child of Amandus P. and America Fitschen. Lace was 
born on September 27, 1883. Mac and Lace attended common school in Willow Fork and nearby Tipton. Their 
mother, America, died in 1887, while they were still attending local schools. While growing up, they had a vari- 
ety of mercantile experiences working for their father and in local drug stores. Both later attended the St. Louis 
College of Pharmacy (SLCOP). 

Mac passed the pharmacy examination on January 14, 1895, and became licensed by the Missouri Board of 
Pharmacy. He obtained his Pharmaceutical Graduate (Ph.G.) diploma from SLCOP on April 18 of that year. 
Afterward, he spent some time traveling with his grandmother, Clara (Boye) Fitschen, in her home country of 
Germany. After returning to the United States, Mac moved to Oneida, Nemaha County Kansas, where his older 
sister, Flora, was living. Flora moved from Willow Fork to Oneida in 1894 after she married Samuel Murdock, 
Jr., a local physician. Mac established a drug store in Oneida and, on May 28, 1896, received a pharmacy certifi- 
cate from the Kansas Board of Pharmacy on the basis of his diploma from SLCOP. 

Lace came to Oneida to work in Mac's pharmacy in 1 898. Later in that year, Mac sold the pharmacy in Oneida and 
established the Fitschen Drug Store in Luther, Oklahoma County, Oklahoma Territory. Lace worked in the Luther 




Fitschen Drug Store on the corner, Hobart, Oklahoma Territory. From Kiowa County Historical Museum, Ho- 
bart, Oklahoma. 
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store with Mac until it was sold in 1901 . In May of 
1901, Mac became a partner with Van A. Morse and 
Lucien Babcock in the Fitschen-Morse Drug Com- 
pany in El Reno, Canadian County, Oklahoma Ter- 
ritory. The company had a capital stock of $ 1 0,500 
and purchased the drug store belonging to George 
W. Bellamy, who left the drug business to follow 
his political ambitions. The name of the store in El 
Reno was changed to Fitschen-Morse. Lace helped 
Mac with the pharmacy end of the business. 

On February 1, 1903, Mac opened another drug 
store, the Hobart Pharmacy, in a the newly settled 
town of Hobart, Kiowa County, Oklahoma Terri- 
tory. Mac soon moved to Hobart and established 
another drug store in Carnegie, Caddo County, 
Oklahoma Territory. In 1903, Lace moved to St. 
Louis to attend the SLCOP. In early 1904, he re- 
turned to Hobart to help Mac operate his chain of 
drug stores. 

In October of 1904, Mac and Ora Oliver Teeter, 
an 1899 graduate of The University of Oklahoma 
School of Pharmacy, became partners in a new ven- 
ture in Hobart. Ora, owner of the Owl Drug Store, 
and Mac, owner of the Hobart Pharmacy, combined 
their drug stocks to form the Corner Drug Store in 
town. Ora became manager of the store while Mac 
devoted his attention to another job he had acquired 
as a traveling drug salesman for the Alexander 

Before moving to Oklahoma Territory, Mac had received certificates to practice pharmacy in Missouri and in 
Kansas. However, the Oklahoma Territory Board of Pharmacy would not accept his previous registrations toward 
licensure in the territory. Therefore, on April 7, 1899, Mac took the pharmacy examination given in Oklahoma 
City. As a result of his passing grade, the Oklahoma Territory Board of Pharmacy gave him certificate number 
252. On April 12, 1904, after returning to Hobart from pharmacy school in St. Louis, Lace also passed the phar- 
macy examination and was given certificate number 542 by the pharmacy board. He obtained the highest grade 
of all applicants taking the examination on that day and did not return to St. Louis to finish pharmacy school. Mac 
and Lace received certificate numbers 1459 and 1293, from the Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy in 1908. 

Mac sold his interest in the Hobart Corner Drug Store before statehood to devote full time to his work with Al- 
exander Drug. After the store was sold, Lace established a drug store in Lawton, Comanche County, Oklahoma. 
He sold the Lawton store to A. W. Wilson in the fall of 1908 and started full-time work as a traveling salesman 
with Alexander Drug. In 1910, the Fitschen brothers were out of the retail drug business and selling drugs for the 
same wholesale drug company along the Oklahoma roadways. 

Over the course of the next several years, Mac and Lace were very successful in building the clientele base for 
the Alexander Drug Company. Eventually, Mac was placed in charge of the Sundry Department and, by 1924, 
was promoted to Sales Manager for the traveling sales force of Alexander Drug. When Ed Malone's health began 



Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy 

Office of 
J. C. BURTON, SECRETARY 



Stroud, Oklahoma, 1908 

Dear Sir :- There is no provision made under the Constitution 
whereby the State Board of Pharmacy can grant you registration. 

Under the Oklahoma Pnarmacy law, however, the State Board of 
Pharmacy has, by rule, decided to re-register all those who may desire 
to keep their state registration in torce, by granting them the privilege 
of registration on their original applications to either of the Territorial 
Boards. We have these applications on file and can look them up for 
you. The fee for such registration will be $5.00 as provided by the 
Pharmacy law. If you desire to obtain state registration, under the rul- 
ing of the Board, you will simply fill out and mail to me the following 
application undetached from this letter. 

Fraternally yours, 

J, C. BURTON, Secretary 



To THE OKLAHOMA STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY: 

I hereby make application for state registration on my original applica- 
tion as above suggested I was legally registered in Oklahoma — Indian — 
T a rnior y, by Examination — Bipimmt,. My certificate No. is 
Dated 6c4t%tS/JU. Mail my certificate to the 

Town of Unty ° f 



Sign fall name 



Application by Lace Fitschen for a pharmacy certifi- 
cate from the Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy, 
1908. From ODL files. 



Wholesale Drug Company of Oklahoma City. 
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to fail in about 1930, Mac started managing the company. In 1932, after Malone died, Mac assumed the titles of 
president and general manger. During this time, Lace held key positions at Alexander, including Mac's old job 
as Sales Manager. 




is id to certify that 

having been elected a Ylfjemher on the i3oard of Control of the 
Vjational HJholesale 2)ma ^Association 
as a tribute to his peeerless ^leadership 
and in appreciation of this Ylf} eritorius Citation 

J Ac OJdahoma Qihj. Sji&juul&a Jjzad&M (foutoricdtion 

have proudlu enrolled him as a worthy addition to lit eir 

jMttftk "eMail o$ Janw" 



Approved at National Headquarters, Omaha, Nebraska 
this twelfth day of October nineteen forty 




PRESIDENT. OKLAHOMA CITY B. L. 



Certificate of induction of Lace Fitschen into the Hall of Fame of the 
Oklahoma City Business Leaders Association, 1940. From OPhA 
files. 





caw// 

a . ^1 j s Qfrb« 




WHOLESALE DRUG 




^0riditU^/ S^d'vitowtf/ ^)<ymmMe& 
few /o^tA Aewwces d& (Ae* .www .efe&yyt' /mewifo /At&' /yecc^rtlttoTz 




\ 



0 

^Auif nuini 'Haw 0^<h/ucHcw ttScuvdr. 



Certificate of appreciation to Lace Fitschen for support of the War 
Production Board during World War II. From OPhA files. 



Mac died in an automobile accident 
on March 3, 1935. In 1898, he had 
married Anabel Broaddus, who was 
born in Missouri in 1875. One of her 
brothers, Bower Slack Broaddus of 
Muskogee, was appointed in 1940 by 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
to succeed Alfred P. Murrah as a feder- 
al judge in Oklahoma. Mac and Ana- 
bel had one child, John, born in 1904. 
He died in 193 1 . Anabel died on May 
3, 1942, at the Sweetwater, Texas, 
home of her sister, Emma (Broaddus) 
Simmons. Mac, Anabel, and John are 
buried in Oklahoma City's Fairlawn 
Cemetery. 

Lace became vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of Alexander Drug after 
Mac died. Under Lace's leadership, 
Alexander Drug made considerable 
advancements in public relations and 
marketing. During World War II, Lace 
led the company in aiding the United 
States War Production Board by serv- 
ing on the board's Industry Advisory 
Committee. In 1943, he was elected 
president of the National Wholesale 
Druggists Association (NWDA, now 
Healthcare Distribution Management 
Association or NDMA). 

In 1 940, Alexander expanded for more 
effective sales in Arkansas, Kansas, 
and Missouri. After World War II, 
Lace became president of the Alexan- 
der Drug Company and oversaw the 
further expansion of Alexander Drug 
to include branches in Amarillo, Tex- 
as, and Tulsa, Oklahoma. In 1949, 
the company was sold to McKesson 
& Robbins, Inc. and Lace became a 
vice-president in charge of the Alex- 
ander branch. After retiring in 1952, 
Lace lived in Sabetha, Nemaha Coun- 
ty, Kansas, and in Table Rock, Taney 
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Oklahoma Governor Roy Joseph Turner turns the first dirt for a new Alexander Drug Company building in 
Oklahoma City, 1948. Lace Fitschen is standing at the far left of the picture. From OPhA files. 



County, Missouri. He moved back to Oklahoma City in about 1964. 

Sometime after 1910, Lace married Cora (Hoagwood) Kidner, who had a daughter, Onda, by a previous marriage. 
Lace had no children of his own. Lace died in 1970 in Oklahoma City. Cora died in Tarrant County, Texas, on 
January 16, 1971, while visiting Lace's sister, Sarah (Fitschen) Swarner. 
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Alexander Drug Company building in Tulsa, ca. 1949. From OPhA files. 
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